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The University of Southern Mississippi's 
36th Annual Children’s Book Festival 


April 2-4, 2003 


WHEN? 
April 2-4, 2003 (Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday) 


WHERE? 
Hattiesburg Lake Terrace Convention Center 


WHO? 

Lois Lowry — 2003 USM Medallion Recipient! Awarded the 1994 Newbery 
Medal for The Giver and the 1990 Newbery Medal for Number the Stars. Today 
she lives and writes in Cambridge, Massachusetts. 


Floyd Cooper - Illustrator of beautiful picture books with African-American char- 
acters. His books include Grandpa’s Face, Brown Honey in Broomwheat Tea, 
Danitra Brown Leaves Town, Ma Dear’s Aprons, and Cumbayah. His medium is 
oii wash on board, and he lives in New Jersey with his wife and two young chil- 
dren. 


Sharon Draper - 1997 National Teacher of the Year, professional educator, 
accomplished writer primarily of young adult fiction, such as Forged by Fire, Tears 
of a Tiger, and Romiette and Julio. She lives in Cincinnati, Ohio. Visit her website 
at http://sharondraper.com for more information. 


Eliza Dresang - 2003 Ezra Jack Keats Lecturer! Associate professor in library 
science at Florida State University and author of Radical Change: Books for Youth 
in a Digital Age. She is an active member of the Association for Library Services to 
Children (American Library Association) 


Mary Hamilton - Professional storyteller, recording artist, and workshop leader 


from Kentucky. Her “just talking” back-porch delivery features narratives from Ken- 
tucky, along with other folktales, myths, and legends. 


Peter Sis - Award-winning illustrator and author. Winner of a 1998 Caldecott 
Honor for Starry Messenger, a picture biography of Galileo. Look forward to a 
slide presentation of his stunning illustrations! He was born in Czechoslovakia and 
lives in New York City. 


Nancy Willard — Essayist, literary critic, novelist, short story writer, poet, and lec- 
turer in English at Vassar College. A Visit to William Blake’s Inn (her collection 
of poems!) was awarded the 1982 Newbery Medal and a 1982 Caldecott Honor 
(Alice and Martin Provensen, illustrators)! She continues to write poetry for chil- 
dren and live in Poughkeepsie, New York. 


Other speakers and arrangements will be announced as information becomes avail- 
able! http://www-org.usm.edu/%7Ebookfest/ 


Rosemary Chance, Director 
Mary Hamilton, Assistant Director 














